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yielding material. .As burning oil was at that time in
greater demand and more profitable than the lubricat-
ing oils, or even wax, and as the Addiewell shales were
known to yield a larger percentage of burning oils than
any of the other shales, Young took a lease of those
shale fields and concluded to build a new work in their
vicinity. The corner stone of the oil refinery was
laid by Young's intimate friend, Dr. Livingstone (the
noted African explorer), and the works were completed
about the latter end of 1865. This work will be re-
ferred to more particularly under the year 1866.
In the year 1864 no fewer than thirty-eight new
works sprang into existence. One of these, started
by Messrs. R. Carrick and Arnott, was known by the
name of the " Methyl Paraffin Oil Works," and was
situated at the north-east corner of Methyl "old"
harbour, in Fifeshire. The crude oil was made from a
gas coal found in the Pirnie Parrot Coal Seam, which
later on was found to the north-west at a depth of only
twelve feet from the surface. The crude oil was refined
and sold in the neighbourhood for 3#. 6d. per gallon ;
but a year or so later a contract was made to supply a
Newcastle merchant with the oil at the rate of 2s. 6d.
per gallon. The tanks in which the oil was stored
while in course of purification were made of brick and
cement; but this method of storage led to such a large
loss by leakage that the firm failed in 1868, and the
members had to leave the country in order to escape
arrest. Mr. Benney (on whose estate the work was
situated) carried on the business until 1870, when he
gave it up as unprofitable.